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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 

friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

Gene Walliser 

Sr. Pat Neckel 

Joyce Tusing 

Norma Kimmet 

Bradley Valentine 

Donna Reis 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to be informed in writing of the rates charged by the 

facility as well as any additional charges, and to receive thirty-days     

notice in writing of any change in your health reported to your sponsor. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

EMAILS WANTED!   

If you want to make sure to receive the 

newsletter by the first of the month, please 

provide us with your email!  You can call 

Kellie Hartsel at (419) 443-1540 or email             

Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org.                      

Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                        

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook page.  

Please note:  There will be a second show 

held at 2:30 PM on the same day                          

that will be specifically for                                      

residents of St. Francis Home. 

Books are Fun Gift  

and Book Fair 

April 29, 2019 

10:00AM - 4:00PM 

St. Francis Home 

Multipurpose Room 
 

 



Page 2 

Sesquicentennial Corner 

Along with caring for the elderly, St. Francis Home 

(Citizens Hospital and Orphan Asylum) was founded 

to care for orphans. When the widow, Elizabeth 

Schaefer, moved on March 1, 1868, with her two 

daughters and her father to the farmhouse on the land 

Father Joseph Bihn had purchased for the care of those 

who would come in their need, she came with 10-year-

old Peter Wiot. She had taken him in to raise after his 

mother had died and his father could not take care of 

him. On June 4, 1869, the official beginning of the 

community, Peter, his younger brother Nicholas, and 

Julia Stover were the first orphans registered in the 

book which eventually numbered well over 1500                

children. Like Peter and Nicholas, many of the children 

still had one parent living who was unable to care for 

them after the death or disability of the other parent. 

Some children were not orphans, but their parents 

wanted them to receive a religious education that 

would prepare them for First Communion and they 

went home after the school year and they had received 

the Sacraments. Some years saw a large influx of                  

children, as many as 28 from 18 families in 1874, 38 

from 27 families in 1890, the highest being 44 from 22 

families in 1908, or as few as four in 1871. In                       

emergencies, two, three, five, or six siblings might 

come to the orphanage on the same day. While the 

boys and girls were in separate compartments in                    

different age groups, siblings were able to be in contact 

with each other during their stay. One former orphan 

remembered being able to see her little brother every 

day after supper. Some children came for a short time, 

some until they were 18. Some names appeared in the 

register a second time when their situation did not 

work out. The              

children all had 

tasks to perform, but 

more on that next 

month.  

Rachel Wilhelm joins St. Francis Home as                  

Admissions Coordinator 

In December of 2018, St. Francis welcomed Rachel 

Wilhelm as the Admissions Coordinator. Rachel 

comes to St. Francis with experience and knowledge 

in several areas: Rachel worked at Eden Springs as 

the Marketing Coordinator. Prior to that she worked 

in Admissions and Social Services for Elmwood at 

the Springs for over 10 years. 

Rachel resides outside of 

Fremont with her husband                  

Jeremy and their two daughters, 

Alayna and Hayley. We are               

happy to have Rachel join us at 

St. Francis. Please feel free to 

stop by and say hello when you 

are in the building. Her office is 

next to Gabe Stoll's. 

This statue of St. 

Francis sits in the 

main lobby area at 

St. Francis Home.   

It is a new addition 

and was purchased 

by the St. Francis 

Home Auxiliary for 

the residents.  It was 

made with hand 

carved wood from 

Italy.  Make sure 

you stop by and 

check it out! 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

April 

01 - Polly Ritchie (Villas) 

01 - Mary Ann Koby (St. Francis Home) 

03 - Bobbie Cook (St. Francis Home) 

03 - Dorothy Puffenberger (Friedman Assisted Living) 

05 - Jane Ewald (Villas) 

08 - Grace McKechnie (Villas) 

09 - Barbie Zick (St. Francis Home) 

11 - Ann O’Connor (St. Francis Home) 

12 - Joyce Dell (St. Francis Home) 

13 - Sandi Bryant (St. Francis Home) 

13 - Rudy Karle (St. Francis Home) 

14 - Bea Flood (St. Francis Home) 

14 - Art Breidenbach (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

14 - Eugene Phillips (Villas) 

15 - Mary Alice Heising (St. Francis Home) 

17 - Sr. Lucy Schmitmeyer (St. Francis Home) 

17 - Millie Lee (Villas) 

18 - Mary Ann Rickus (Villas) 

18 - Dee Cool (Friedman Assisted Living) 

18 - Fr. James Steinle (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

21 - Dan Becker (St. Francis Home) 

24 - Otto Gase (Villas) 

24 - Mary Harding (Villas) 

25 - Sr. Marcille Liebrecht (St. Francis Home) 

27 - Florence Triendl (St. Francis Home) 

28 - Teena Patterson (St. Francis Home) 

28 - Marjorie Seislove (ESA) 

29 - Audrey Gase (Villas) 
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St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 

events are posted on our page. 

Just a reminder - if you are going in to 

have surgery and will need to have 

skilled therapy afterwards, you can    

pre-schedule a therapy room at                                

St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  

GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 

at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-

free/tobacco-free campus.  Please refrain 

from using tobacco or smoking while on 

our campus.  Thank you! 

We would like to wish a happy belated 

birthday to villa resident, Paul Hannay.  

His birthday was March 31st and it was 

inadvertently left out of the March 

newsletter.  Happy birthday, Paul.  

Hope it was a good one! 

Thank you for making it the best one yet! 
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Thursday, April 11 at 6:00 p.m. in the             

multipurpose room at St. Francis Home.                

All are invited to attend. 

Contact Ann Huth-Fretz for more 

information. 

Please note the time change to 6pm instead 

of 7pm.  Also, this group will no longer be 

affiliated with the Alzheimer’s Association. 

The next 

Nurse Aide 

Training 

Class at St. 

Francis Home will begin April 15th.  If you 

would be interested or know of someone 

who would be, please contact                               

Emily Youngston or Donna Pryor in                                             

Human Resources at (419) 447-2723. 

The Humane Society brought these cute puppies to Friedman 

Village Assisted Living to visit with the residents! 


