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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 

friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

Sandra Bryant 

Rita Bursa 

Willa Melick 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to practice a religion of your choice or                                  

to abstain from the practice of religion. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

EMAILS WANTED!   

If you want to make sure to receive the                  

newsletter by the first of the month, please                    

provide us with your email!  You can call                  

Kellie Hartsel at (419) 443-1540 or email             

Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org.                      

Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                        

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook page.  
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

How did the Citizens’ Hospital and Orphan Asylum                      

manage to care for all who came in their need? How did it 

come about that some children spent most of their                 

childhood at the orphanage? 

In 1886, in response to the county auditor’s request for 

information, Father Bihn asked that the 400 acres last              

purchased be taken off the tax duplicate. He asked: 

“Where does the institution get the money for all the land 

and the buildings? From those noble men and ladies who 

bring their patrimonies.... No one receives any pay for his 

labor but his support; all the rest is used for the poor, old 

or young....” Father’s request was granted. The institution 

has been tax exempt since. 

To support the work, Father Bihn, early on, had begun     

receiving many donations for the orphans. The land                    

provided most of the food. Some providers in the                         

community gratuitously provided medical services. The 

Sisters brought their patrimonies as did the elderly who 

were able. A number of guardians or the families could 

contribute to an orphan’s support. From 1871 to 1914, 

however, if their guardians could not, they and the                     

children and the institution signed an “Indenture of                 

Apprenticeship,” wherein the guardians surrendered “all 

right to care and custody” of the children and the children 

bound themselves to stay, usually until they were 16 or 18 

and to obey the rules and regulations. The institution 

bound itself to provide for the children, “care for them 

properly in health and sickness, give them a suitable               

education in the common school branches, and do all in 

its power to train them as good Christians.” Some children 

were very young with many years of “apprenticeship” and 

their childhood ahead of them when county                                 

commissioners or other guardians brought them to the     

orphanage. 

In 1925, when St. Francis Orphanage came under the                 

jurisdiction of the Diocese, Toledo Catholic Charities 

helped to provide support for the children. 

Although the orphanage closed in 

1936, St. Francis Home has                                

endured over these 150 years 

through the good works and generosity of many. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

July 

01 - Tammy Dewald (St. Francis Home) 

02 - Luke Reiter (St. Francis Home) 

06 - Fred Hepp (St. Francis Home) 

07 - Donna Prenzlin (St. Francis Home) 

08 - George Marsh (Villas) 

09 - Mary Panuto (St. Francis Home) 

12 - Warren Cummings (Villas) 

18 - Janice Borer (Villas) 

19 - Claudine Haines (St. Francis Home) 

22 - David Snay (St. Francis Home) 

23 - John Klingshirn (St. Francis Home) 

24 - Vera Smith (Villas) 

25 - Joan Bush (St. Francis Home) 

26 - Mary Rathfelder (St. Francis Home) 

29 - Sr. Virginia Gase (St. Francis Home) 

29 - Evelyn Heyman (St. Francis Home) 

30 - Ronald Kies (St. Francis Home) 

31 - Lavonne Knott (St. Francis Home) 

Page 3 Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 

events are posted on our page. 

Just a reminder - if you are going in to 

have surgery and will need to have 

skilled therapy afterwards, you can    

pre-schedule a therapy room at                                

St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  

GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 

at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-

free/tobacco-free campus.  Please refrain 

from using tobacco or smoking while on 

our campus.  Thank you! 

 

To better accommodate visitors and residents 

wishing to take advantage of the 

summer evenings, the front and 

back doors at St. Francis will   

remain unlocked until 8pm when 

the receptionist leaves.  

Please join us for the Tiffin Area Walk to End                 

Alzheimer’s on Saturday, September 7th at Tiffin 

University’s Heminger Center.  Please visit the  

website at:  

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?team_id=542369&pg=t

eam&fr_id=12472 
to join the St. Francis Senior Ministries team.  Or, 

contact team captain, Kellie Hartsel at                                  

(419) 443-1540 or Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancistiffin.org 

and she will sign you up! 
 

Please also watch for some upcoming fundraisers 

and if you would like to make a donation, please 

contact Kellie.  Thank you! 
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Thursday, July 11 at 6:00 p.m. in the             

multipurpose room at St. Francis Home.                

All are invited to attend. 

Contact Ann Huth-Fretz for more 

information. 

Through the use                       

of technology, these     

residents were able to 

attend their                       

granddaughter’s                   

destination wedding! 

Please help us 

welcome Dawn 

Snyder, our new 

Director of               

Mission and               

Pastoral Care! 

St. Francis Senior Ministries will be                   

holding a blood drive on Thursday,                             

September 19th.                           

Watch for more information to come! 

Congratulations to the winners of the St. Francis 

Spirituality Center Christmas 365 Raffle for the 

months of January - May! 
 

January 25  Bernadette & Jose Caramat of Huber Heights 

February 25  Tina Strausbaugh of Tiffin 

March 25  Julie Ralich of Salem 

April 25  Deborah Jester of Little River, SC 

May 25  Your Legacy Federal Credit Union in Tiffin 
 

Watch the St. Francis Spirituality Center Facebook Page 

and Website for the next winner! 

Friedman Village Assisted Living residents 

took a drive up to the lake and had lunch at 

Dianna’s in Port Clinton. 


