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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 

friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

Sarah Pagnard 

Shirley Hade 

Bruce Kontak 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the to be treated at all times with courtesy and respect, and 

with full recognition of personal dignity and individuality. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

EMAILS WANTED!   

If you want to make sure to receive the 

newsletter by the first of the month, please 

provide us with your email!  You can call 

Kellie Hartsel at (419) 443-1540 or email             

Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org.                      

Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                        

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook page.  
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

From 1869 until 1936 when it closed, the orphans 

at Citizens Hospital and Orphan Asylum, more 

popularly known as St Francis Orphanage and St. 

Francis Home, were busy, but not all was work. 

One job the girls were assigned to, taking turns, 

was to pump the big pipe organ for all the church 

services. This was work. Some years later they 

were relieved from that job. A retired window 

shade man, Mr. Keslar, came to live at the Home. 

He donated monies to have the organ electrified. 

One former orphan remembered one of the Sisters 

always trying to do nice things for the children, 

like getting baloney for sandwiches. She                               

remembered another Sister, one who was very 

strict, taking a lard can filled with peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches to the orphans working in the 

garden or field. A Sister remembered one of the 

orphans with a wooden leg. He was assigned to 

help a Sister in the garden located by a little creek 

that he liked to play in and jump across. Sometimes 

he lost the leg. 

A couple of former orphans told how they worked 

in the garden picking potato bugs and picking up 

potatoes. One remembered, “On Columbus Day, 

October 12, we always had a free day from school 

so that was potato-picking-up day. The farmhands 

would plow the rows of potatoes with the horse to 

uncover the potatoes, and we would come behind 

and pick them up and take them to the end of the 

row and place them in a pile. The horse-drawn 

wagon would then come and load them to take 

them to the fruit cellar to store for winter use. One 

of the Sisters, the ‘farm nun,’ always seemed to 

have a large salt shaker in her apron pocket                    

somewhere and we were allowed to eat only two 

potatoes, a dash of salt on them.” 

In later years, the stay was just a few months, but 

earlier, for many of the children, their stay was 

nine to ten years. They watched the seasons come 

and go. St. Francis Home, St. Francis Orphanage 

was “home” for them. Peter Wiot, the first orphan 

admitted, in fact, when he lay dying in a hospital in 

Chicago in 1917, said 

(in German): Take me 

home and bury me at St. 

Francis Home in Tiffin. 

The family did. 

Masquerade Ball, May 10, 2019 

Congratulations to prom queen, Marjorie Bumb 

and prom king, Royal Smith! 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

June 

02 - James Sharpe (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

03 - Howard Stultz (ESA) 

08 - Ruth Carroll (St. Francis Home) 

08 - Mary Cox (Villas) 

10 - Phyllis Walliser (Friedman Assisted Living) 

12 - Willa Melick (ESA) 

13 - Barbara Steinbeigle (Villas) 

17 - June Bollinger (Villas & St. Francis Home) 

17 - Dorothy Finney (Villas) 

17 - Joan Groce (Villas) 

18 - Sr. Catherine Wechter (St. Francis Home) 

22 - Robert West (Villas) 

24 - Dolores Coppus (St. Francis Home) 

26 - Louis Borer (St. Francis Home) 

26 - Lois Boyd (St. Francis Home) 

27 - Harry Smith (Villas) 

27 - John Grover (St. Francis Home) 

28 - Mary Lou Distel (Friedman Assisted Living) 

29 - Robert Forney (ESA) 

30 - Ruth Ann Stultz (ESA) 
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St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 

events are posted on our page. 

Just a reminder - if you are going in to 

have surgery and will need to have 

skilled therapy afterwards, you can    

pre-schedule a therapy room at                                

St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  

GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 

at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-

free/tobacco-free campus.  Please refrain 

from using tobacco or smoking while on 

our campus.  Thank you! 
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Thursday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the             

multipurpose room at St. Francis Home.                

All are invited to attend. 

Contact Ann Huth-Fretz for more 

information. 

There are 

currently no 

nurse aid 

training 

classes 

scheduled.  Please watch here for anything in 

the future.  For more information, contact 

Donna Pryor or Emily Youngston in HR. 

Beginning Memorial Day, to better                                          

accommodate                     

visitors and                      

residents wishing 

to take advantage 

of the summer     

evenings, the front 

and back doors at 

St. Francis will  

remain unlocked 

until 8pm when the receptionist leaves.  

 

The 4th Grade Karate Recorders from 

St. Wendelin in Fostoria were at                      

St. Francis to showcase their musical 

talent! They did an awesome job with 

Ode To Joy, Amazing Grace and more!  


