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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 

friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

John Mathews 

Robert Shumway 

Sr. Dorothy Foreman 

Randall Smith 

Maryann Koby 

Gilda Traxler 

Vincent Lucius 

Marjorie Minardo 

Dorothy Kuhn 

Bobbie Cook 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to a safe, healthy, clean and                                                  

decent living environment. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

EMAILS WANTED!   

If you want to make sure to receive the 

newsletter by the first of the month, please 

provide us with your email!  You can call 

Kellie Hartsel at (419) 443-1540 or email             

Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org.                      

Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                        

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook page.  

Remember the St. Francis Home gift shop 

for Mother’s Day gifts with lots of new 

items for moms and grandmas.  Also, 

nurses week is May 5-11 so there will be 

some special gifts for nurses as well. 

 

New items arrive daily!  Some recent new items                  

include name badge holders, rock salt lamps, sun hats, 

wall décor, cardinal memorial stones, wind chimes and 

angels.   

 

Stop in and check it out!  The gift shop is located to the 

left after you enter St. Francis Home from the main   

entrance (across from the receptionist area). 
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

Until 1936, orphans, along with elderly men and 

women, were very much part of the life at the 

Citizens Hospital and Orphan Asylum. The                 

children were busy. They studied for their                   

classes. Some took music lessons. Siblings kept 

track of each other. They played. They worked. 

Before and after school each child had a different 

appointed task. In the morning some of the older 

ones helped with the care of the younger ones, 

helping them dress and fixing their hair. Then 

there was hot water to carry to the upper floors. 

After school, until 1888, when steam heat was 

introduced, the younger boys carried wood and 

coal to the kitchens and to the rooms of the                    

elderly. Before 1903, when electricity was first 

used in the chapel for Mass, the girls would     

gather lamps and fill them with coal oil and clean 

the chandeliers. 

Orphans helped with all the housework. The                

orphans made beds, cleaned rooms and halls, 

worked in the laundry, and did dishes in the 

kitchen. On Mondays after school the children 

put away clothes. “With so many different                  

children,” one of them remembered, “all of our 

clothing, books, or whatever we brought from 

home was marked.” The orphans helped with the 

mending. One of the Sisters taught the boys as 

well as the girls how to darn. One orphan                        

remembered helping with the church ironing. A 

couple of the girls would help in the milk cellar, 

helping to process the fresh milk when it came 

from the barn and then washing the separator, 

and taking responsibility for the ice box, in                    

between times checking the ice and the                            

temperature of the milk when the Sister in charge 

was called away. One orphan, Ed Hoffman, was 

remembered to have driven the horse-drawn 

“slop” cart, collecting, and then taking kitchen 

garbage to the pigs. After school in the growing 

and harvesting seasons and during the summer, 

the orphans helped in the yard and gardens. The 

older boys worked on the farm with the Brothers 

and farm workers, helping with the milking, care 

of the animals, 

planting, harvesting, 

and all the rest — 

but more on this 

next month. 

The Humane Society brought a bunch of cute 

little kittens to Friedman Village Assisted                  

Living to visit with the residents. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

May 

01 - Myrna Quickle (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

02 - Marie Breidenbach (St. Francis Home) 

02 - Sr. Paulette Schroeder (ESA) 

03 - Mary Quillen (St. Francis Home) 

04 - Sharon Mitten (St. Francis Home) 

05 - Anne Marquis (Villas) 

06 - Sr. Laurene Toeppe (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

06 - Laura Johnson (Villas) 

08 - Virginia Gillen (St. Francis Home) 

13 - Virginia Maxwell (St. Francis Home) 

15 - Margean Kinser (St. Francis Home) 

15 - Merle McKillip (Villas) 

15 - Fr. Frank Murd (Villas) 

15 - Donna Overholt (Villas) 

16 - Sarah Moore (St. Francis Home) 

19 - Frieda Beckley (St. Francis Home) 

19 - Donald Johnson (St. Francis Home) 

20 - Martina Burkett (St. Francis Home) 

21 - Harlin Kuhn (St. Francis Home) 

21 - Sr. Libby Siebenaler (Friedman Assisted Living) 

22 - Rita Bursa (Villas) 

23 - Sally Harvan (St. Francis Assisted Living) 

27 - Anna Schumm (St. Francis Home) 

27 - Virginia Tharp (Friedman Assisted Living) 

28 - Bill Wickham (Villas) 

29 - David Baker (Villas) 

29 - Shirley Magers (ESA) 

30 - Sr. Joan Ann Gilsdorf (St. Francis Home) 

Page 3 Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         

St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 

events are posted on our page. 

Just a reminder - if you are going in to 

have surgery and will need to have 

skilled therapy afterwards, you can    

pre-schedule a therapy room at                                

St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  

GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 

at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-

free/tobacco-free campus.  Please refrain 

from using tobacco or smoking while on 

our campus.  Thank you! 

Please note there will be a dinner that is by invitation only. 

 

Congratulations to villa 

resident Anne Marquis 

who recently received 

the SJCC Alumni & 

Friends Heritage Award 

from Fremont                                 

St. Joseph’s Parish and 

School for her                              

involvement and                    

dedication over the last 

four decades! 

St. Francis recently 

celebrated two               

100th birthdays!                               

Happy Birthday to 

Ann and Art! 



Page 4 Dementia Support Group  
 

Thursday, May 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the             

multipurpose room at St. Francis Home.                

All are invited to attend. 

Contact Ann Huth-Fretz for more 

information. 

Please note the time change to 6pm instead 

of 7pm.  Also, this group will no longer be 

affiliated with the Alzheimer’s Association. 

The next 

Nurse Aide 

Training 

Class at St. 

Francis Home will begin May 13th.  If you 

would be interested or know of someone 

who would be, please contact                               

Emily Youngston or Donna Pryor in                                             

Human Resources at (419) 447-2723. 


