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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

Mary Lou Distel 

Cecilia Schutlheis 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to practice a religion of your choice                
or to abstain from the practice of religion.  

SHARING 

TIMES 

Please watch our Facebook Page (St. Francis Senior Ministries) and 
our website (www.stfrancistiffin.org).  There you will find the most  
up-to-date information regarding COVID-19, visitation, hairdressers, 
etc.  We are trying to get you all information as timely as possible.  
Thank you all for your kindness, prayers, and patience during this               
difficult time for everyone!   
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

When residents and visitors turn from St. Francis Avenue and 
drive toward St. Francis Home, probably not many are                      
wondering how long St. Francis Avenue has had that name.  In 
1944, as part of the community’s Diamond Jubilee, its 75th 
anniversary, with the approval of all who owned lots abutting 
that street and of the City Council, the request was approved 
on August 22, 1944, that Walnut Street be renamed St. Francis 
Avenue. 
 
Another name from history even fainter today is that of the 
bridge over Gibson Run that everyone going to the Home 
crosses.  The creek meanders through the front of the property.  
When it was built, the bridge was named McFarland Bridge.  
It, as well as Sacred Heart Court near Elizabeth Schaefer 
Apartments and the renovation into the now-razed Padua Hall 
from the dairy barn that had been destroyed in the 1937                         
cyclone, was designed and overseen by architect Rush                 
McFarland, a resident of St. Francis Home. 
 
That anniversary year, besides a statue of the Sacred Heart, an 
outdoor statue of St. Francis was “unveiled” as part of the                         
celebration.  The statue, on the edge of a small pond not far 
from Gibson Run, can be seen in “Laus Deo Court” downward 
from the drive going around the convent chapel.  Though no 
fish live there now, over the years, residents and visitors,                      
especially children, have been attracted to that small pond.  
One summer it — and its fish — had a blue heron “visitor.” 
  
After 1914, when residents and visitors drove up to St. Francis 
Home, they saw two large statues near the entrance to                        
welcome them.  The Deprato statues, Our Lady of Victory and 
St. Joseph, were purchased in 1913 and 1914 for $102.00 and 
$105.00, respectively.  The cost of each today?  Over 
$2700.00.  The poured concrete statues were repaired,                              
repainted, and installed on smaller bases in December 2011, 
when Holy Family Hall was renovated.  The building is now 
the Sisters’ convent.  Built in 1870, it is the original brick 
building of St. Francis Home in which the Sisters, the aged, 
and the orphans, all lived. 
  
A more recent outdoor statue to visit, is the 18” statue of St. 
Isidore, patron of farmers.  The shrine at the back of the flower 
garden adjacent to the cemetery, was constructed May 30, 
1958, by William Aelker and Laurence Rieman, his cousin, 
relatives of one of the Sisters, and several Sisters, Sister                       
Patricia Miller among them.  The rocks had been collected 
from the Oswald and Agnes Seifert family farm near Tiffin. 
 
All are welcome to enjoy what 
the residents of the old                           
St. Francis Home had so many 
years ago.  

Friedman Village Assisted Living DADS 
were treated to a Frosty from Wendy’s                 

for Father’s Day! 

St. Francis Home residents planted 
petunias, tomatoes and green peppers 

in the spring. Thanks to Royal for 
helping us water them every day.                  

We are excited to enjoy the bounty                
of our harvest! 

A Celebration of Life for our 
residents was held on the 
chapel camera. Activities 
wrote down memories from 
our residents and staff of 
those we have lost in the 
months of May and June 
before our service began. 
Anne Luzader read the                  
residents and staffs                     
memories of each person.  



August 

01 - Irene Shaffer (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
01 - Neil Bradley (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
02 - Velma Iannantuono (Villas) 
02 - Mary Lou Cummings (Friedman Assisted Living) 
04 - Elaine Jesberger (St. Francis Home) 
08 - Virginia Kerschner (St. Francis Home) 
10 - D.P. Smith (Villas) 
12 - Dolores Aeshleman (St. Francis Home) 
13 - Betty McKillip (Villas) 
14 - Phillis Wurm (Villas) 
15 - Marjorie Koerper (Villas) 
15 - Jane Wickham (Villas) 
19 - Richard Kirchner (St. Francis Home) 
21 - Paul Vaughn (St. Francis Home) 
21 - Sr. Veronica Nowakowski (Villas) 
22 - Virginia Frankart (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
22 - Sr. Bernice Hartmann (Villas) 
23 - Antoinette Schostek (St. Francis Home) 
23 - James McClain (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
26 - Beverly Kline (St. Francis Home) 
27 - Beatrice Mira (St. Francis Home) 
29 - Thomas Baumann (St. Francis Home) 
30 - Gaylen Kline (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

Friedman                
Village                      

residents   
playing a      

competitive 
game of                 

ladder ball! 
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Please provide us with your email so we can email you the 
monthly newsletter and calendar!  You can email Kellie 

Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or call her at 
(419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the St. Francis Senior                 
Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The August Support Group Meeting has 
been canceled. We will keep you informed 
in the months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 was the 50th anniversary of Villa resident, Dan Johnson's ordination to ministry in the United 
Church of Christ. Trinity Church had scheduled a celebration before the pandemic however, the church was not open for 
worship until today. A more formal celebration has been postponed to the Fall. However, the church wanted to recognize 
the day by a "walking parade" with signs and masks and social distancing to say congratulations. Pastor David Voll said 
kind words and thanks for Dan's ministry, commented on some highlights of Dan's ministry, and prayed for Dan and the 
church. Congratulations, Dan!  

Resident 
artwork on 
display at 

ESA 


