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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

Otto Gase 

Clyde King 

Sr. Marietta Kill 

Joan Bush 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have right to engage in or refrain from engaging in    

activities of your own choosing within reason. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

GivingTuesday was created in 2012 as a                    
simple idea: a day that encourages people to 
do good. Over the past eight years, this idea 
has grown into a global movement that                    
inspires hundreds of millions of people to 
give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity.  

Please consider giving to St. Francis Senior 
Ministries this year!  Drop off or  mail a 
check to: 

St. Francis Senior Ministries 
ATT:  Accounting Office 

182 St. Francis Ave. 
Tiffin, OH  44883 

 
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE  
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!   
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 The busy farm that was an everyday part of the life for 
St. Francis Home residents, orphans, Sisters, the aged alike is 
all but forgotten. The big white barn and the building that is 
now the Franciscan Earth Literacy Center (FELC) are hardly 
clues to the past bustle. 
 For decades the cows and the chickens, suppliers of 
fresh eggs and milk were nearby. A bank barn built of stone 
with grain and hay and farm machinery on the upper level and 
the dairy barn at ground level was located where the back 
parking lot is now. Not far from where the grotto is now was 
the chicken coop. The chickens were later moved to the coops 
at the farm buildings at the Portiuncula site. Residents no 
longer had their egg and chicken dinner suppliers in their back 
yard.  
 The shed used for butchering was at the southeast                 
corner of the current St. Francis Home building. The                       
blacksmith shop where the horses were shod and tools were 
made, was where the current St. Francis Renewal Center is. 
Behind the main building a short distance from the kitchen 
was a large building that had a section to smoke or cure meat 
and store it. In that building meat was cut up, casings were 
scraped, lard was rendered, apple butter was made, chickens 
were dressed, soap was made and shredded cabbage was 
turned into sauerkraut in large crocks of briny water. At one 
corner was a room with an outside entrance, called the dairy, 
that was used for processing milk. Later it was pasteurized, 
cream skimmed off for butter, bottled and capped for trays, the 
rest distributed to the kitchens. Some was made into cottage 
cheese and “stink” cheese. There was the laundry, the shoe 
shop, the broom factory, the paint shop next door to the                   
carpenter shop, and the boiler house. Gardens, the vineyard, 
the berry patches, and the orchards surrounded the buildings. 
The sheep, pigs, and the horses were cared for on another part 
of the farm. Oh, yes. Before indoor toilets, the outhouses were 
not far away from the building.  
 A tornado struck St. Francis Home on April 14, 1937. 

That was the end of the outhouses. The remains were cleaned 

up with the rest of the storm debris. Along with significant 

damage to the chapel towers and to roofs and smaller                     

buildings and toppling the 70-foot smokestack for the boilers, 

the tornado destroyed the entire upper section of the barn. A 

temporary roof was placed over the lower part so it could be 

used as a milking barn, but in the end, the barn could not be 

repaired. A new cattle barn, costing $1295.00, was completed 

by July. A new dairy barn, costing $4744.00, the one still 

there, using lumber from the Home’s woods, was completed in 

1942. An addition to that barn 

was built in 1961. (Next month, 

more on the farm and the                   

Franciscan Earth Literacy  

Center.) 



December 

06 - Darlene Bailey (St. Francis Home) 
07 - Helen Stuerzenberger (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
10 - Pauline Burns (St. Francis Home) 
10 - Sr. Rosann Morman (Villas) 
10 - Sally Moyer (St. Francis Home) 
11 - Dale Hanko (St. Francis Home) 
11 - Dan Johnson (Villas) 
11 - Eugene Schultz (Villas) 
12 - Mary Schroth (Villas) 
13 - Jim Alberts (Villas) 
13 - Jean Semler (Villas) 
13 - Patricia Kimmet (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
14 - Laura Brown (St. Francis Home) 
14 - Mary Heiserman (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
14 - Margaret Kramer (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
15 - John Rinker (Villas) 
15 - Georgia Black (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
15 - Sr. Annette Langenderfer (St. Francis Home) 
17 - MJ Smith (Villas) 
21 - Janice Burnside (St. Francis Home) 
22 - Janet Nickel (St. Francis Home) 
23 - Eloise Wilking (St. Francis Home) 
23 - Jo Ann King (Friedman Assisted Living) 
23 - Sr. Rozanne Swope (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
23 - Marilyn Distel (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
29 - Viola Ink (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
30 - Mary Williams (St. Francis Home) 
31 - Barb Borer (Friedman Assisted Living) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

Rita turned 100 on November 12, 2020.  Rita was born in England and 
she received a letter from the QUEEN for her 100th birthday!  Also, 
check out the Smucker’s jar with her picture on it! 
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Please provide us with your email so we can email you the 
monthly newsletter and calendar!  You can email Kellie 

Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or call her at 
(419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the St. Francis Senior                 
Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The December Support Group Meeting has 
been canceled. We will keep you informed 
in the months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1437965 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to 
support your favorite charitable                                      
organization every time you shop, at no cost 
to you. AmazonSmile is available at 
smile.amazon.com on your web browser 
and can be activated in the Amazon                     
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. 
When you shop AmazonSmile, you’ll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience as    
Amazon.com, with the added benefit that 
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your  
eligible purchases to the charitable                           
organization of your choice.  Please use this 
link to shop for St. Francis Home: 

Special thanks to Heartland                    
Hospice for the pins and                                 

certificates, CenTac Cast Metal 
Products for the flags, and Frisch’s 
Big Boy for feeding our veterans! 
This definitely brightened the day 
for these wonderful gentlemen!  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=org_sls_ulp_sas_sml

