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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

JoAnne Dunbar 

Mary Panuto 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to be free from abuse, neglect,                             
or exploitation.  

SHARING 

TIMES 

Happy New Year from St. Francis Senior Ministries! 

Prayers for a blessed 2021! 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to 
support your favorite charitable                                      
organization every time you shop, at no 
cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at 
smile.amazon.com on your web browser 
and can be activated in the Amazon                     
Shopping app for iOS and Android 
phones. When you shop AmazonSmile, 
you’ll find the exact same low prices, 
vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added benefit that AmazonSmile will 
donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases 
to the charitable organization of your 
choice.  Please use this link to shop for 
St. Francis Home: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1437965 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=org_sls_ulp_sas_sml
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 St. Francis Home began with a pastor’s desire to care 
for orphans and elderly in need and the purchase of farmland 
to sustain the endeavor. For more than 100 years, most                     
everything connected with the farm was an integral part of life 
at St. Francis. The new barn built to replace the one destroyed 
by the 1937 tornado, was farther from the main buildings, but 
still nearby. In 1947, a milking parlor connected to the barn 
made that operation more efficient. 
 During 1955-1956, the U.S. 224 by-pass transversed 
the farm from east to west, threatening both the farming and 
dairy operations on the farm’s contiguous acreage. The Sisters 
insisted that an underpass, since enlarged, be built as part of it. 
Employees, farm machinery, and the herd of about 40 milking 
cows taken twice daily from the pasture to the milking barn 
had to move safely.  
 Nearly ten years later the dairy was discontinued. On 
March 9, 1967, the dairy herd and dairy equipment was sold at 
auction. The milking parlor and the barn, although used for 
storage, were essentially vacated.  
 A new dream for the barn’s use was taking shape with 
Sister Rita Wienken in 1994 and the creation of the 
“Franciscan Earth Literacy Center (FELC)” emphasizing care 
of creation and the environment. When its original space                 
became inadequate for its programs, approval was given to                   
renovate the former milking parlor as the Center.  
 “Permaculture Design” with its guiding tenets: reduce, 
reuse, recycle, was used for the remodeling. Since 1998,                    
visitors can see the passive solar greenhouse (reduce), but may 
not realize the insulation and most other of its materials are 
either recycled or reused. The building itself, a model for 
“green” building, can be emulated in other construction. In 
October 2011, the nearby solar array and the wind turbine                
began benefitting FELC. Little Portion Green, a passive-solar 
straw bale educational building and residence, built between 
2010 and 2013, another “green” building, was added to FELC 
and is featured in a number of its programs.  
 Seeds of Hope Farm, started in June 2004, and the     
programs it inspires at FELC, continues to be a source of fresh 
vegetables during the growing season.  
 Many stories in the 150 years, 1869-2019, could yet be 

told, but, with this contribution, the Sesquicentennial Corner 

series ends. With over 4000 children and adults annually                

engaged in the Franciscan Earth Literacy Center’s programs 

and events, life at St. Francis, although decidedly different, 

continues to evolve from the farm life of the 19th and 20th 

centuries.   

* Special thanks to                  
Sr. Maureen Studer 

for all her interesting 
Sesquicentennial               
Corner articles! 

Sr. Bonnie Smith came up with the idea to make a 
wooden snowman for out in front of ESA and 
maintenance, Sr. Shirley Shafranek, Sr. Paulette 
Schroeder and Ed Frankart worked together to 
make it happen! 



January 

11 - Fred Decker (Villas) 
12 - Sally Hannay (Villas) 
12 - Fred Innis (St. Francis Home) 
16 - Janet Dell-Freeman (Villas) 
18 - Karin Brown (Villas) 
19 - Reva Mason (St. Francis Home) 
21 - Vie Keller (St. Francis Home) 
22 - Jim Croy (Villas) 
24 - Marilyn Jamesson (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
25 - Joseph Daniel (St. Francis Home) 
26 - Patricia Carter (St. Francis Home) 
26 - Harold Cooley (Villas) 
26 - Joseph Perna (St. Francis Home) 
27 - John Ink (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
30 - Geraldine Culichia (St. Francis Home) 
30 - Marie Kieffer (St. Francis Home) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

Congratulations to                 
Janet Nickel - the                   

November REHAB               
REWARDS winner!  

Attention all families:  
Please inform Stacy Stark, 
Business Office Manager,                  
of any changes in                           
residents’ insurance                      
coverages effective                      

January 1, 2021. Please provide a copy of new 
insurance cards via mail, email or drop off at 
the nursing home. Stacy can be reached at 
(419) 447-2723 ext. 3003 or                                      
stacy.stark@stfrancishome.org or 182                                   
St. Francis Ave., Tiffin, OH 44883.  
 

Thank you very much! 

During Charism Week,                       
we asked                                                    

"What is your favorite bible 
verse?".                                                

Here is a compilation of the 
verses we received.                                

All these verses are from the 
Sisters, residents and staff 
throughout the St. Francis 

Community.  

ESA Residents decorating 
the Christmas Tree. 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

mailto:stacy.stark@stfrancishome.org
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Please provide us with your email so we can email you the 
monthly newsletter and calendar!  You can email Kellie 

Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or call her at 
(419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the St. Francis Senior                 
Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The January Support Group Meeting has 
been canceled. We will keep you informed 
in the months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

Friedman Village                      

Residents  

Decorating the  

Christmas Tree &  

Painting a Winter  

Window Scene.   


