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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

Anna Marie Niedermier 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to manage your own                                             
personal financials affairs.  

SHARING 

TIMES 

Also canceled is the Blood Drive that 
was scheduled for September and the 

annual Wellness Extravaganza that was 
scheduled for October.   
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

The St. Francis Convent Cemetery has been a very familiar and                 
well-visited part of the St. Francis property since the very early days.  
Within the first years of its foundation, founder, Father Joseph Bihn, 
platted an area south of the main building for a cemetery.  It has 
been expanded to accommodate increasingly more burials, now well 
over 400.  The earliest recorded burials were in 1872: 75-year-old, 
Adam Simon (d. March 19) and 8-month-old Joseph Stanislaus (d. 
June 25). 
  
Entering the cemetery, today’s visitors immediately notice the                     
orderly array of the gravestones marking the graves of the Sisters.   
A variety of the other grave markers, some with inscriptions in                      
German, draw attention to the rest of the cemetery.  Where flat 
gravestones now mark many graves, earlier St. Francis Home                          
residents saw rows of white iron crosses marking them. 
  
Prominently positioned in the center of the paths, is a stone                         
cylindrical crucifix mounted on a large base.  On the front, visitors 
will read the inscription: “Durch den Tod seines Sohnes wurden wir 
mit Gott versöhnt. Rm. 5:10.” (“Through the death of His Son, we 
were reconciled with God.”)  From the inscriptions carved into the 
base,“Gegeben von Peter Heinrich” and “1883,” we learn the donor 
and the year.  Another inscription, “J. B. Verment, Massillon, O.,” 
gives the source.  John Baptist Verment was a well-known architect 
and stonecarver. 
  
Among the graves are those of the founders, Father Joseph Louis 
Bihn (1822-1893) and Mother Francis Schaefer, the former                            
Elizabeth Greiveldinger Schaefer (1822-1893); those of the first  
orphan, Peter Wiot (1859-1917) and his wife, Caroline Ludwiga 
Miller Wiot (1861-1946); and those of six Brothers of the Third  
Order of St. Francis.  What is the history of those buried in this   
cemetery?  Who were they?  Where are their descendants?  An 
online list of those buried in the convent cemetery, though                                 
incomplete, proved to be a godsend to one family. 
  
Domas Ginotis, a native of Lithuania, came to the U.S. in April 
1951.  When he returned home from war (World War II), there was 
absolutely no trace of his wife and son.  He had nothing.  Through 
the efforts of the War Relief Agency of the National Catholic                      
Welfare Council, because he was Catholic and had been a farmer, 
the war refugee was assigned to work at St. Francis.  He helped on 
the farm until he became ill.  He died of cancer at the Home on July 
30, 1952.  In 2013, the convent archivist received a query from a 
great-grandson who wanted more information about the Domas 
Ginotis buried in the convent cemetery.  The great-grandson said his 
great-grandmother and his grandfather had tragically been removed 
to Siberia during the war.  When they were released and got back 
home, it was Domas who had disappeared without a trace.  Nearly 
60 years later, still searching, thanks to the web and the information 
they found, the family gratefully had some closure. 
  
What other stories are hidden 
in those names and dates found 
in the convent cemetery? 

Friedman Village            
residents enjoyed a 

fun luau! 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) pre-

vention 

 
 
To prevent infection and to slow 

transmission of COVID-19, do 
the following: 

 
 Wash your hands regularly with soap 

and water, or clean them with                       

alcohol-based hand rub. 

 Maintain at least six feet distance                 

between you and people coughing or 

sneezing. 

 Avoid touching your face. 

 Cover your mouth and nose when 

coughing or sneezing. 

 Stay home if you feel unwell. 

 Refrain from smoking and other                   

activities that weaken the lungs. 

 Practice physical distancing by 

avoiding unnecessary travel and 

staying away from large groups of 

people. 



September 

03 - Jean Montz (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
05 - John Brickner (St. Francis Home) 
05 - Polly Feasel (St. Francis Home) 
07 - Dora Michael (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
08 - Mary Droll (Friedman Assisted Living) 
09 - Catherine Culichia (Villas) 
09 - Shirley Thacker (St. Francis Home) 
12 - John DeBarbrie (Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) 
13 - Colleen West (Villas) 
15 - Wayne Moore (Villas) 
15 - Sally Shutt (Friedman Assisted Living) 
18 - Lloyd Borer (Villas) 
18 - Craig Knott (St. Francis Home) 
18 - Eugene Mason (St. Francis Home) 
19 - Robert Moomaw (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
19 - Joan Gray (Friedman Assisted Living) 
20 - Eugene Miller (Villas) 
24 - Annabel Binau (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
25 - James Tharp (St. Francis Home) 
26 - Sandy Maistros (Villas) 
29 - Cecilia McKinley (St. Francis Home) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

Residents have been able to get out and about and              
enjoy some fresh air and activities again!   

Happy 55th Anniversary Window Visit! 

Eucharist                       
Minister and                   

Executive                     
Director Gabe 

Stoll giving Holy     
Communion. 
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Please provide us with your email so we can email you the 
monthly newsletter and calendar!  You can email Kellie 

Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or call her at 
(419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the St. Francis Senior                 
Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The September Support Group Meeting has 
been canceled. We will keep you informed 
in the months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

Residents were so thankful 
to finally be able to get a 

haircut after 5 long 
months!  Here are some 
before and after pictures.   

The Tiffin Regional Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
will take place on Saturday, September 26, 

2020.  Even though it will not be a traditional 
walk this year St. Francis Senior Ministries is 

still committed to the cause and to raising funds.  
We will be selling t-shirts  as a fundraiser.  

Please watch our website and Facebook page to 
see the design and how to order your shirt.                       

If you would like to make a donation to the walk 
this year, please send your donation to: 

 

Friedman Village at St. Francis  
ATT:  Kellie Hartsel 
175 St. Francis Ave. 

Tiffin, OH  44883 
 

Thank you in advance for your support!  Please 
contact Team Captain, Kellie Hartsel at                    

(419) 443-1540 with any questions. 


