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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

Sylivia Miletti 

Dan Becker 

Larry Walters 

Marilyn Miller 

Anita Rau 

 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to examine records maintained by the facility                    
concerning yourself, upon request. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

Events for March and April have either been canceled or 
postponed.  Please keep an eye out for new dates. 
 

March 24th Toledo Symphony Woodwind Quintet - 
Looking to  reschedule for the fall, possibly November. 
 

March/April Campus Lenten Activities - Canceled. 
 

April 6th Terra Life Scholars Class “1913 Flood” - Will 
reschedule classes to begin back up in the Fall. 
 

April 15th Beer & Bingo WEB event - Canceled. 
 

April 19th Planting a Cure Fundraiser - Postponed, new 
date to be announced. 
 

April 23rd Bloodmobile at ESA - Canceled. 
 

May 4th Terra Life Scholars Class “The Day the Music 
Died” - Will reschedule classes to begin back up in the Fall. 
 

Further events will be evaluated as the dates get closer. 
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

The noon Angelus was ringing as the last of the 77                             
residents of the old St. Francis Home and the 15 Sisters who 
would work at the new Home, moved from their respective 
residences to the new one on Tuesday, December 5, 1961.              
Fifteen minutes later, the trays were being served.  By 12:30, 
the residents were entering the new dining room for dinner   
together.  Until then, the men and women had had their own 
dining rooms in separate buildings.  Eating together was new. 
 The very first dietary staff members were Sister                    
Francis, later Sister Joan Ann Gilsdorf, with the help of Stella 
Schock in the kitchen, another of the Sisters with Rose          
Riggelman in the diet kitchen, and a third Sister and another 
lay employee, Hazel Sheets, in the dining room. 

In the early years, the full time workers in the dining 
room would have every weekend off.  Taking their places 
would be high school students or students needing service 
hours for Confirmation or young people sent by the courts for 
community service. 

Except for the infirmary, the residents took care of their 
own housekeeping.  A number of the residents pitched in at the 
kitchen too, some for pay.  Some would help by scraping 
plates and washing dishes.  

The Gerhardsteins from Clyde were generous                            
benefactors.  Some employees at times helped the Sisters pick 
strawberries, apples, plums, or peaches there.  For years, Sister 
Leocadia Omlor engineered fruit “parties” at the Home                            
afterward, working along with the residents as they peeled                     
apples for fresh applesauce and for pies and peeled peaches 
and pitted plums to be frozen for future pies.  One season there 
were 40 crates of plums to pit!  Other fresh produce was on the 
menu — dandelions from Clyde, Chinese cabbage from Sister 
Lucina Weis’s garden, fresh rhubarb and tomatoes from the 
convent and other gardens.  It wasn’t only dishes and produce 
that residents were involved in, however.  There were the fun 
times as well, like coloring Easter eggs, including using onion 
skins for dying them. 

For employees, not all was work and no fun.  On her 
breaks, one early employee said she liked to go to Sister                     
Cleopha’s ceramic shop in the basement and check out the 
wares.  She still owns some of her purchases from way back. 

Changes were made over the years.  The diet kitchen’s 
work became part of the regular work of those who worked in 
the kitchen.  A five-meal plan became a three-meal plan.                   
Residents no longer helped in the kitchen.  The number of                    
employees from the first 16 Sisters and the 17 full-time and 
nine part-time lay employees at the new St. Francis Home has 
grown considerably. 

 
 
Unfortunately,                           
St. Francis Senior 
Ministries has had to 
cancel our first                        
scheduled blood drive 

for the year in April but we still plan to hold 
the one in September.  Watch for more                    
information to come!   
 

Thursday, September 17 
 

The drive will be from 12-6pm in the                 
Auditorium at Elizabeth Schaefer                          

Apartments.   

Stations of the 
Cross will be                            
televised on                        

St. Francis Home 
Chapel channel 

1851 - same days 
and times!   

New recumbent 
bike at Friedman 

Village at                            
St. Francis for 

residents to                  
enjoy! 

If any of you 
would like to 
FaceTime with 
your loved ones, 
please let us 
know and we will 
do the best we 
can to                              
accommodate 
you!   
 
Here, a family 
member was able 
to video chat 
with her mom 
who is a resident 
at St. Francis. 



April 

01 - Polly Ritchie (Villas) 
03 - Dorothy Puffenberger (Friedman Assisted Living) 
05 - Jane Ewald (Villas) 
08 - Grace McKechnie (Villas) 
11 - Angeline O’Connor (St. Francis Home) 
12 - Joyce Dell (St. Francis Home) 
13 - Rudolf Karle (St. Francis Home) 
14 - Eugene Phillips (Villas) 
15 - Mary Alice Heising (St. Francis Home) 
16 - Rita Scherger (Villas) 
17 - Sr. Lucille Schmitmeyer (St. Francis Home) 
17 - Millie Lee (Villas) 
18 - Fr. James Steinle (St. Francis Assisted Living) 
18 - Dolores Cool (Friedman Assisted Living) 
22 - George Ringle (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
24 - Otto Gase (Villas) 
24 - Mary Harding (Villas) 
25 - Sr. Marcille Liebrecht (St. Francis Home) 
28 - Teena Patterson (St. Francis Home) 
28 - Marjorie Seislove (Elizabeth Schaefer Apts.) 
29 - Audrey Gase (Villas) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

MESSAGES TO 
LOVED ONES 

We had a great 
turnout for our 
first Terra State 

Life Scholars 
class, “Along 
the Sandusky 

River”!                        
Although it is 

unfortunate we 
have to cancel 
the April and 

May classes we 
are looking                  
forward to    

starting them 
back up again in 

the fall! 
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EMAILS WANTED!   
 

Please provide us with your email so we 
can email you the monthly newsletter and 
calendar!  You can email Kellie Hartsel 
at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or 
call her at (419) 443-1540.  Newsletters 

are also posted on the website 
(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                     

St. Francis Senior Ministries                                
Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The April Support Group Meeting has been 
canceled. We will keep you informed in the 

months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped to 
make this Mardi Gras fundraiser the best one yet! 

Habersham 
St. Francis Home has a new line of can-
dles in the gift shop from the                  
Habersham Candle Co.  The                          
Habersham’s Wax Pottery®                                  
collection continues to redefine                      
decorative fragranced accessories for the 
home without the need of an open 
flame. New designs and fragrances, 
along with multiple sizes, have                              
magnified this top retailing line.      

Habersham candles are Wax Pottery dec-
orative fragrance with all the scent of a 
candle without the worries of a 
flame.  Clean, no burn no soot, long 
lasting fragrance.  Expect six months or 
more.  Safe around children and pets. 


