
A newsletter for Families and Residents of St. Francis Home, Friedman Village, ESA and Villas  Volume 8, Issue 2 February, 2020 

In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

Edwin Phillips 

Robert Nieset 

James Borer 

Dolores Lockyer 

Beatrice Flood 

Sr. Joan Ann Gilsdorf 

Anna Rose Fleischmann 

Donald Bush 

Erma Jean Patrick 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to private and unrestricted communications,                    
including the right to receive, send, and mail sealed,                              

unopened correspondence. 

SHARING 

TIMES 

EMAILS WANTED!   
 

Newsletters and calendars will no longer be sent out with 
statements so please provide us with your email!  You can 
email Kellie Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org 
or call her at (419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted 

on the website (www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the                     
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  

Thursday, February 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the               
multipurpose room at St. Francis Home.                                             

All are invited to attend. 

Contact Ann Huth-Fretz for more 

information. 

The Senior Spring Symphony will be 
held in the Chapel at St. Francis Home on 

Tuesday, March 24th in the afternoon.  
More information to come!  The event 

will feature the Toledo Symphony                  
Orchestra’s Woodwind Quintet. 
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

What was it like at St. Francis Home in an emergency?  A BIG 
emergency?  No power for 36 hours, no way for employees to get to 
work and those at work, no way to get home.  That was the story at 
St. Francis Home during the Blizzard of ’78 over 40 years ago this 
last month.  Sister Diane Mueller, who, at the time, was the                              
supervisor over the Departments of Laundry, Housekeeping, and 
Maintenance vividly remembers.   
 
When the snow was falling and the wind was picking up that                         
January night and, repeatedly, the lights would blink and the                    
generator would crank on, she got worried that the generator                         
batteries would drain and they wouldn’t be there when needed.  Very 
early the next morning, therefore, with the help of one of the   
maintenance men by phone, she would turn the power off                               
completely so the generator would come on.  While she was in the 
process, the power went out though, but the generator did not come 
on!  No power! 
 
No power.  No heat.  No lights. No hot water.  No laundry.  No way 
for the main stoves in the kitchen to operate, though they did have a 
little two-burner stove that did.  No elevator, though.  All the trays 
had to be carried up to the floors. No lights.  All the large vigil lights 
were taken from chapel and lined the halls to create some light.  No 
heat.  The residents were kept in bed and covered with more                   
blankets to keep them warm.  Employees couldn't get in.  Beds were 
set up and employees who got stranded there all took shifts sleeping 
so some part of the staff was awake and working. 
 
The generator?  The police were called upon and an officer got 
someone with a four-wheel drive to bring in an electrician to                      
diagnose the problem.  It was a broken part for which a replacement 
part had to be found.  But 36 hours later, with or without the                            
generator, the power was back on.  Loads and loads and loads of 
laundry, a straight 12 hours of it!  An opening to be carved through a 
huge drift just to open the door.  But the door being open allowed 
volunteers, including teenagers from Notre Dame Academy,                          
marooned while making a retreat at the nearby Retreat Center, and 
Sisters, to come in to clean rooms, haul out trash, fold laundry and 
help do all there was to do.  
 
Is there anyone who lived through  it 
who doesn’t remember the Blizzard of  
’78!?! 

St. Francis Villa    
residents and the 

director of the                 
Franciscan Earth 
Literacy Center 

were the big winners 
at trivia night in 

downtown Tiffin in 
January.                               

Congratulations! 
Way to represent 

our campus! 



February 

01 - Jane Allman (V illas) 
02 - Joyce Shiley (St. Francis Home) 
05 - Freda Perry (V illas) 
07 - James Ecos (Villas) 
09 - Larry Clausing (V illas) 
11 - Peggy Gooding (Friedman Assisted Living) 
12 - Kathryn Adams (V illas) 
14 - Larry Cox (V illas) 
17 - Sr. Myra Arnone (ESA)  
18 - Gloria Eidt (St. Francis Home) 
18 - Louis Lee (V illas) 
20 - James Fey (St. Francis Home) 
20 - Nancy Hoyer (Friedman Assisted Living) 
21 - Lillian Fazenbaker (St. Francis Home) 
21 - Penny Turner (V illas) 
22 - Sylvia Miletti (St. Francis Home) 
27 - Norbert Kimmet (ESA) 
28 - Lewis Miller (V illas) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 

Friedman Village                             
New Year’s Eve Party 
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