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In memoriam 
We extend our deepest        

sympathy to the families and 
friends of our residents who 

recently passed away. 
 

 

Eileen Borer 

Helen Swartzmiller 

Fr. James Steinle 

Claudine Haines 

Mary Joann Hamilton 

George Hepp 

Rudy Karle 

Bob Gray 

RESIDENT RIGHTS 

You have the right to a safe, healthy, clean                                      
and decent living environment.  

SHARING 

TIMES 

Friedman Village  
Assisted Living residents  

painted the front window with a 
beautiful summer theme for  

Father’s Day! 
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Sesquicentennial Corner 

Today’s St. Francis Home residents and visitors can still see 
what, except for the earliest residents, was an ordinary part of 
life at St. Francis Home, the grotto and a variety of other                   
religious statues not far from the original building. 
 
In the summer of 1901, under the direction of Father Jacob 
Eugster, the convent chaplain, several seminarians from                    
Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, with some of the 
older orphan boys at St. Francis, constructed the Grotto of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, designed by Leonard Vidoni, near the                  
convent cemetery.  Leonard Vidoni had come to Tiffin from 
Italy.  Later, his son, Martin Vidoni (1886-1973), was a                     
resident at St. Francis Home.  Father Eugster had come from 
Germany in 1897 and was appointed chaplain in 1899.  He had 
been to Lourdes, France, and seen the grotto there.  The                     
statues, imported from France, of Our Lady of Lourdes and St. 
Bernadette Soubirous, closely resemble those in the original 
grotto in France.  The rocks for the grotto had been gathered 
from along the Sandusky River in the Tiffin area.  The grotto 
was completed and the statues obtained in the spring of 1902.  
Father Eugster with the assistance of Father John Puetz from 
St. Joseph Parish, blessed the statues and the grotto “at a                    
solemn ceremony” on Sunday afternoon, May 4, 1902. 
 
One statue that Grotto visitors can’t miss, though, was not a 
part of the early St. Francis Home residents’ lives, a statue that 
was put in place well after the new St. Francis Home opened, 
St. Clare of Assisi, “Gaze upon the Lord.”  The statue of St. 
Clare in a reflective area near the grotto, is the work of                        
renowned Toledo sculptor, Joe Ann Cousino (1925-2007)                   
assisted by her son, Richard Cousino.  It was dedicated in                      
another “solemn ceremony” on October 3, 1999.  Mrs. 
Cousino had accepted the commission to create a statue for the 
Sisters of St. Clare (1194-1253), a follower of St. Francis of 
Assisi and the founder of the order that became known as the 
Poor Clares.  After extensive research and reflection and more 
than a year’s work, the statue, produced through the “lost wax” 
process, was completed.  Clare is looking at a mirror that                       
reflects the face of Christ.  In St. Clare’s time, mirrors were 
symbolic of Jesus, the true image of God.  In her own writings, 
Clare referred to Jesus as the “Mirror without spot.”  We too 
are meant to become the same image of Jesus.  Fortunately not 
damaged, this 300-pound, 6-foot, 2-inch bronze statue had 
been blown over during the 2002 tornado that went through the 
southern part of Tiffin and included St. Francis. 
 
Visitors are welcome to come and see, to sit and pray. 

The annual May Crowning ceremony 
took place in the St. Francis Home 
chapel on Wednesday, May 27th.                                   

Congratulations to King - Don                      
Johnson and Queen - Sr. Ginny Gase. 

Special thanks to Fred Innis who 
helped with the event. He brought 

Mary flowers as did Don. Sr. Ginny 
crowned Mary. The events were 

broadcast on our chapel channel for 
all residents to see.  



July 

02 - Susan Quillen (St. Francis Home) 
07 - Donna Prenzlin (St. Francis Home) 
08 - George Marsh (Villas) 
09 - Mary Panuto (St. Francis Home) 
12 - Warren Cummings (Villas) 
18 - Jan Borer (Villas) 
21 - Joseph Scherger (Villas) 
23 - John Klingshirn (St. Francis Home) 
24 - Edward Frankart (ESA ) 
24 - Vera Smith (Villas) 
25 - Joan Bush (St. Francis Home) 
26 - Mary Rathfelder (St. Francis Home) 
29 - Sr. Virginia Gase (St. Francis Home) 
29 - Evelyn Heyman (St. Francis Home) 
29 - Dorene Harden (ESA ) 
30 - Ronald Kies (St. Francis Home) 
31 - Lavonne Knott (St. Francis Home) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

RESIDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS  

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Don’t forget to visit and “like” the                         
St. Francis Senior Ministries Facebook 

page.  More pictures, announcements and 
events are posted on our page. 
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Just a reminder - if you are going in to 
have surgery and will need to have 
skilled therapy afterwards, you can    
pre-schedule a therapy room at                                
St. Francis BEFORE your surgery.  
GET PREPARED, one less thing to 

worry about!  Contact Admissions for more information 
at (419) 447-2723. 

Reminder - St. Francis is a smoke-
free/tobacco-free campus.  Please                       
refrain from using tobacco or smoking 
while on our campus.  Thank you! 

   If you have lost something,  
   please check with the               
   receptionist desk, as it may  
   have been turned in to them! 
   Thanks! 
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Please provide us with your email so we can email you the 
monthly newsletter and calendar!  You can email Kellie 

Hartsel at Kellie.Hartsel@stfrancishome.org or call her at 
(419) 443-1540.  Newsletters are also posted on the website 

(www.stfrancistiffin.org) and on the St. Francis Senior                 
Ministries Facebook page. 

Dementia Support Group  
 

The July Support Group Meeting has been 
canceled. We will keep you informed in the 

months ahead.  Thank you for your                           
understanding.  Feel free to contact Ann 

Huth-Fretz for more information. 

 

 

Rumpke bulk trash pick up 
will be the week of July 20-24.  

Villa residents can put up to                 
5 items at the end of their 
driveway to be picked up.   

Just a reminder— 
new rates go into effect July 1, 2020 for all residents.  

If you have payments automatically deducted from  
your account, please make sure to take note.   

Thanks! 


